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LCCOUNT#/ 
Om the Children o 


the, (to them that askes ) in 


yeral particulars, why we have 
en kept from joyning to, or 
{ Kehioping i in, thoſe formes at Law, 
| and formes of worſhips, that nave 
been impoſed upon us againſt our 
conſciences,n theſe late years, 
for denying whereof, we have ſ@ 


deeply ſuffered, with our lives, 
Liberties, and Eſtates. 


ſo what we owne, as. to thoſe 
ings, and can be obedient to for Con- 
fience ſake , according to truth, and 

' the praQtiſe of the Church of 
Ghriſt, and the'Scriprures, 


i. 


our rejoycing 15 this, the teſtimony of our 
onſcience ; 1 hat m ſimplicity and godly 
weerity , not with fle PT miſdome, but by 
grace of God, we have had our conver- 

£ in the world, 2 Cor. 1. 12. 
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weed for - Thomas Simmons, at the Bull 
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JFor as much as nap => 
deſired to know th (ring 


—— 


the outward formes at C7; 
which men have ſought to 
impoſe upon ws in theſe late 
geares 5 and alſs what we' 
would deſire therein ; there- 
fore #s this written following, 
towards the ſatisfying of eve- 
ry honeſt deſire, who loves the 
Ling dit of Chriſt. 


Here is no kingdome nor people 
can truely be ſaid to be the Lords 
and his Chriſts, but as they come to 
be guided and governed by the 
Law ofhis Spirit in their Conſciences, which 
Spirit and anoynting all muft wait for, even tfobn 3.27. 
from the King that ſits on high, to the leaft 
place of government in any people , That 
with it all may know Judgement, and to doe [ſa. 5 6. 
ice, which is of God,and not of men, That 2 Chro.1g.6 
he may be known,to be the anoynting of Kings, 
end to Fudge —_ the Fudges, whoſe right it 
is of old, and God hath given it to him by an 
everlaſting generation, even after the ag 
| A 2 an 


| Iſa.6. g. 


Mit. 12. 8. 


Heb. 2. 10. 


gas 2. 36. 


Dan, 4. 25+ 


"i 


- andarderofan endleſs life, That in him and 


in his ſeed may nations and kingdoms be 
bleſſed with peace, even through and in his 
Righteow government 3 for God the Father ac- 
cepts neither perſons, lawes, nor govern- 
ments, how pradently ſoever they be made, 
if they be not.in him, and from him, and for 
him 3 becauſe for him, was made all ſoules 
that move, not onely in carth, but in heaven 
alſo ; All ſignes, and ſeaſons, types and tha- 
dows, worſhip and ſabbath was made for 
him the ſon of man , And no fleſh breathing, 
nor Spirits neither, men or Angels hath-any 
true power or right, but as they receive itin 
him, and«o uſe it to him, and for him, over 
any of theſe things viſible or inviſible, to rule, 
force, or order, no not over his own body, 
but by uſurpation; and for the time that he,or 
they, ſhall hold that power, and not in him, 
as aforeſaid, they ſhall be under the curſe of 
God, not eſtabliſhed in peace and righteouſl- 
neſic,, but in tyranny and oppreſſion ; with 
force, or with flattery, muſt ſuch rule in their 
Gay, untill theix meaſure of time, and ſin, be 
fulfilled, In which the vengeance 'of the Al- 
mighty ſhall remove them far away, onel 
their names ſhall remain as a curſe to thoſe 
that come aſter. Thus God will plead the 
Cauſe ofhis own ſeed, and overturne, and 
ſhake nations and kingdoms, untill the earth 
know that the heavens muſ# Reigne, and the 
ſtout of heart confeſs that the Jead of every 
men s Chriſt, And that God hath made this 
ſame Jeſus ( which ren hath reje&ted ) both 
rd + Chrijtgurhick in his time he ſhall ſhew 
to be the onely Potentate, King of Kings, L 


Lord of Lords, who onely hath;gmmontality 
dwelling in the light, where he ſits at the right 
hand of power till God ſhall make all his foes 
his footſtoole. 
Now this is that we wait for in every ap- 
ce and face of authoritie that comes 
,to wit, the face of Tefus our righteous 
King and Saviour, in whom is no violence, 
nor oppreſſion, who when he comes to rule, 
we know will be tender of the tender in 
nr. wn rac towards the poore 
in Spirit, and with righteouſneſſe will he judge, 17, rn, 4; 
and = on the earth, to deliver the heli nk 
from him that is too hard for- him, who will 
dive wickedneſſe from his throne, and the 
workers thereof into a Corner,but will gent- 
ly deale towards all that travails' with righ- 
teouſneſle, and put the Lambs of truth in his 
boſome, for be loves righteouſneſſe, and hates Iſa. 40. 11. 
iniquity , therefore hath called him ha 
anoynted, and will give him the heathen for bi Pal. 45. 7. 
poſſeſſion, and a Prieſt to God he is to all gene- 
rations, in his dayes {hall the upright rejoyc, TFer.23-5,6; 
for he ſhall walke ſafely in his uprightneſſe ; 
no nett ſhall then be ſpread on the moun+ 
taines, netther {hall he that turnes from int- 
quitie be made a prey ,for under him ſhall e- | 
yery one ſerve his God withour feare, in holi- Luk. 1. 24: 
nefſe of life, and godlinefſe of converſation: 
- Now this is he we wait for, even the be- 
loved of our ſoules, and we know hz birth 4 Iſa, 6; 3s 
come to the nations, and his morning towards 
the people, yea to the wiſe in heart, who are 
«t afar of hath his ſtarre appeared ; And we 
Chow his breaking forth to theſe Ilands as 
the bright Sun after the ſtormy raine , even ſo 2 Sem.23.4 
''. {hall 


t Tim:$.14: 


ſhall he be after the ſhakeings, he ſhall be a Co- 
wert from the tempeſt, as rivers of waters in a 
dry place, and asthe ſhadow of a great rock 
ina weary land, even fo ſhall he be, whoſhall 
* raigne in righteouſneſſe, and by whom Princes 
Jhall rule in Judgement ; This is the Royall ſeed, 
and he that is ot himis the ſon of Nobles, his 
Princeseate in due ſeaſon, for ſtrength, and 
not ſor drunkennefſe ; thus ſhall the Land be 
bleſſed, whois found worthy to receive the 
anoynred of ed to rule in its borders. 

And this is he whom we have preachedto 
all the ſeverall governments that hath riſen 
ever ſince God revealed him in us, and the 
aL 7a maar z and we 

ave patiently waited, and in great ſuffer- 
ings hath our ſoules trayelled,to ſee if by any 
meanes, we might ſce,any worthy to receive 
hs anoynting, and to be Grone of his Spirit, 
to governe by his power, and with his Coun- 
ſell to order, and be ordered , that through 
him they might be eſtabliſhed of God, and we 
have looked through the vail of fleſh in all 
ſorts of people, and could not bow thereto, 
and by many contrary Spirits have we been 
evil! entreated, becauie we could not owne 
the, for him, whoſe kingdome we ſeeke, in 
rule 5,*cachers and people, 

And thus have we gone ſeeking the righ- 
teous one, through Parliaments and Prote- 
Qors ( i called ) Prieſts and Rulers, of all 
ſorts,bur his governmgnt we have not found, 
nor with his righteous Jucgements have we 


been judge among them, but we have been. 
Pſa). 69. 9: ſhametully entreated jo b4 ſake, and have 
Lom.3.14. borne his reproach, becaulc of hy Spirit in us, 


and 
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7) 
ind his kingdome in our Conſciences ; And ma« 
xy times have been tryed to the loſſe of c- 
ſates,'and lives, to fee if they could provoke 
or drive us from his faith in our Gmientes, 
ortempt us any way to deny him, and ownc 
themin their wills 3 And though we have 
@yly ſuffered thus under every ſeveral! 
power, and people, yet have we not ceaſed 
towarnethemin loye, with much feare and 

inneſle, that if by any meancs they might 

verxcceived his teſtimony, and not have 
periſhed ihtheir gainſaying 3 for our God in 
whom we t ſhewedit to us, that they 
ſhould not proſper, nor becſtabliſhed with- 
outhim, his Spirit, and opnting, to whom 
oo gs the government of all people, 


be bleſſed by him, yea,all the nanons, Rev.21. 24 


ofthem that are ſaved auſt walke in his light, 
and reccive his counſel, for their ſtability, 
and his reſurreCtion for their glory, and his 
anoynting for the fncngth of theie hing- 


mes. 
And this is the Cauſe why we have chu- 
{ed rather-to ſuffer under eyery power that 


f hath riſen, then to joyne in with them, 


cauſe we have not heard the yoyce of the 


-holy one in the midſt of them, —_ hath 


his Spirit in them been the firength of their 


Counſells,but they have ſought to make fleſh 


their arme, and to ſtrengthen their kingdome 
with flattery and deceit, and not with ruth, 
and they have ſought to make themſelyes 
dreadfull by violence, and to rule with cru- 
elty, and not with the ſword of God, which 
is Judgement and Juſtice 3 and have ſought 


honour from men, and not fromthe Lord, and John 5. 44+ 


A 4 theix 


| 
| 
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' their Coverin hath been waine glory, and not 

ſe. 30. 1» the Spirit of Godz So with the light of Chrift 
we faw their foundation, and their building, 
and that they could not ftand long in Gol 
Gght, andthat all that joyned to them muſt 
fall with them, and that the woes that are 
written' of ſuch muſt certainly overtake 
them. 

And this is the Cauſe, and no other thing 
why we have hitherto borne our teſtimony 
againſt them all, even becauſe they would 
not joyne to the Lord, nor heare his voyce 
intheir day,but the more he called after them 
by the mouth ofhis ſervants, the more they 
were hardned, and the more oked him 
to | ve ho aomonannngk . it bath __ ho 

eJudice to any mans perſon that hat 
on at a diſtance Fas them or their com- 
mands, for we can truely ſay we have wai- 
ted without prejudice, if by any meanes we 
could but have ſeene any ot them ſeeking the 
kingdome of God, that therein they might 
have been eſtabliſhed, yea we have thewit- 
nefſe of truth in us to this day, how glad our 
foules have been before the Lord, when we 
have but felt the leaſt tenderneſſe in any of JI fſhal 
them, ariſing trom the Spirit of Jeſus, or the Jour x 
leaſt confeffion from his light in them. andt 

- And fometimes we have felt ſome tender- | their 
neſſe m ſome of them when they have been yet 1 
low, little, and in feare, in which we have | the 
had fome hope and gladneſſe to heare the | them 
wvoyce of /mplicity and truth, ( though but bro- | in u 
kenly ) ſo that we could then have faid they | and 
was not far from the kingdome of God ; But turn- H 
ing away the care from the Spirit of ww N 

| Gn, 


OO 09s  wcoa 


T > tf 5 © OO> ke UN 


+ SO 0 


> —, 00 4 


W 


WY ww '- 1 CÞ COÞ ww «© 


(9) 
1, and conſulting with fleſhly wiſdome 
 carnall reaſon likely to make wiſe, and 
liſh their ſelte ends , how ſoone 
h truth fallen in them, and blindneſſe, 
I hardneſſe of heart come over them a- 
une worſe then before, which being ſhew- 
lus of God, we could not but deny them 
to be of God. 

Thus in » an account is giyeri to 
pu that askes areaſon, why we have not 
xt owned any power that yet hath riſen, 
as to joyne to them in 2ll * taken Now to 
vu who deſire to know in what particulars 
have differed from theſe governments 
yet hath riſen ſince we was a peoplezwe 
ipht ſay our hves, praQtiſes, and ſufferings 
bat _—_ declared it, through the moſt 
arts of theſe nations, and in moſt, and grea- 
ſt of our differences 3 Yet for the better ſa- 
isfying of ſome that knows not ſo much as 
thers, and to take away all occaſion of of- 


ſence, from all that would not oppoſe the 


—_ truth if they knew it, and to leave 
tthout excuſe the wilfully ignorant , and 


ecuters of the good old way of Chriſt 


Fan inſtance m ſomethings, and alſo ſhew 


our warrant for ſo doing, both by Scripture, 
and the praQtiſe of the holy men of God, in 
their generation 3 It being that ſo many are 
yet ignorant and unbeleeving , concerning 
the preſent leadings of the Spirit of truth in 
them, which is chiefe leader, and corner ſtone 
m us, by which we walke towards God, 
and towards men, in all theſe things. . 
And as to that firſt, Though God hath laid 
it upon us as matter of Conſcience, to be = 
- 3cct 


( 10”) 
jet to whit outward government of goyes: ly t*! 
ners.ſoever he {hall ſet up over us, 1 out WC t 
ward things and alſo that with all willing.$#1" 
neſſe of mind a ready ſubjeRion be rende. #*g? 
re, at every juſ# command,not for fear onely, $® 1: 
but even for Conſcience fake; and thatin gall, Þ*© 
things, we ſhould feck the ſafety, and ho. {cr 
nour, and well-being of ſuch governers, to. $51 
the utmoſt of our power, even as we looke $##d 
to account to God fort, of whom the pow wn 
ers that be, are ordained; yet hath he begot+ 
ten us unto himſelfe alone, and to the lead. £Wow: 
ings of his own Spirit in all things concexy- {ie th 
ing faith and worſhip, as to matter, mariner, $9 NC 
time and place; This is to be done and- pets (Ore 
formed ſingly as to him, in the leatingr ai | ppne 
ſw, and in the power ofhis Spirit alone, el 
will he have no regard thereto 3 And for this £96 
purpoſe hath he given the Spirit of his\Son 8 28; 
into our hearts, to be our light and under- Þ#d dot 
fanding and leader in all theſe things; to $5 3 
which leadings and movings the father g& [wet 
2 Cor.10.6+ quires obedience in dl] things, upon eternal pu { 
condemnation in matters pertaining to out Ji: th 
conſciences;That muſt be the throne of Chrit bled, 
alone, and there will he ſway the Scepter of Pale v 
eternall life, and anſwer his people inal J£t1s 
things, and be their Saviour, guide, and law- Ace | 
giver, inall thingsthat arc juſt and holy, ; Jp» 


So that if at any time their teachers haye night 


left the way of life, and would lead people ſ 
after them, yet hath he through faith anda - | 


tender Conſcience, preſerved a ſeed out of 
error to himſelfe in fuch a day, by which he and C 
hath reproved and made manifeſt the folly of full fc 

ſuch teachers;And to this the ——_— Na! 


y teſtifie, as in the dayes of the Prophets, 
mn they erred in viſion, and had not the 1/a. 28. 7. 
wd in them, and ſo cauſed the le to erre ere. 23. 
meh their lyes, and through Ty hineſe, Amos 2. 4s 
ad he men of enlightned Confition: 
ſend to reprove their brutiſhneſſe, though 
xrwiſe they themſelves was neither Pro- 
ts nor ſons of ger f but may be, a 
wrdman, Or a er of ſficcomore fruite, a 
7T ; or af rar or fe fuch cena 
ich Englands pride wo mecannick 
ows, yet in theſe was the ſeed preſeryed, Jerem. 23, 
n- Bt the Land might have become as Sodom, Jſa. 1. 9. 
er, 8d not one have known the Lord nor his 
» Ford. And as it was in the dayes of the falſe 
fe, Frophets, ſo hath it been ſince the dayes of 
6 {ae falſe miniſtry, for which many have ſufſe- 
hs Fed Gince the _ ofthe Apoſtles,for teſtify- 
2s Mg againſt ſuch as have erred in Spirit, forme, 
6+ fad doBtrine, from Chriſt Jeſus and his Apo- 
to les ; And this hath been from the indwelling 
& ower of Chriſt in them, and his precious 


STLASPESIOSS 


ol Þight ſhining in their hearts and conlciences, 
ve Fiat they have thus beerpreſerved, and en- 
i Þdled,to beare the teſtimony of Chriſt againſt 
of Falſe worſhips, and worſhippers 3 and fo it is 


jl Jtthis day, in all who keepe a pure Confci- 
e. Jence towards God in all his word and wor- 
- Iſtip, that his true and ſpirituall worthip 
e {night not be wholly loſt out of the world. 

c ſo if at any time their Kings or Rulers 
b t God, or Kings aroſe who knew not 
{ $God, and then wou 


d lay upon them Laws 
» and Commands, which was not juſt an ! law- 
{ | full for them to doe;then by the light of Chriſ# 
ein a pure Conſcience they was enabled to 


1h with- 


Mat. I7« 5. 


2 Cor.10.6+ 


( 10”) 
ject to whit outward government of goyee-.Þl 
ners ſoever he {hall ſet up over us, in-out- 
ward things ; and alſo that with all willi 
neſſe of mind a ready ſubjeion be rende- 
red, at every juſt command, not for fear onely, Þ* 
but even for Conſcience fake; and that in all 
things, we ſhould ſeck the ſafcty, and ho- 
nour, and well-being of ſuch governers, to.Þ* 
the utmoſt of our power, even as we loake 
to account to God for it, of whom the þ "Wy 
ers that be, are ordained; yet hath he begot» Mi 
ten us unto himſelfe alone, and to the 1lcad- JC 
ings of his own Spirit in all things concern F 
irig faith and worſhip, as to matter, mariner, Þ 
time and place; This is to be done and- pet- 
formed ſingly as to hun, in the leadings of Jer F 
ſw, and in the power ofhis Spirit alone, elſe 
will he have no regard thereto 3 And for ths F 
purpoſe hath he given the Spirit of his Son ÞE 
into our hearts, to be our light and under- Þ"* 
fanding and leader in all theſe things; to Þ© 
which leadings and movings the father xe {| 
quires obedience in al! things, upon eternal Þ 
condemnation in matters pertaining to out $4: 
conſciences;That muſt be the throne of Chriſt ÞÞled, 
alone, and there will he ſway the Scepter of Falſe w 
eternall life, and anſwer his people in all J£rus 
things, and be their Saviour, guide, and law- Ace | 
giver, in all things that are juſt and holy, [up » 
So that if at any time their teachers haye night 
left the way of life, and would lead { 
after them, yet hath he through faith and: 
tender Conſcience, preſerved a ſeed out of [609, 
error to himſelfe in ſuch a day, by which he and C 
hath reproved and made manifeſt the folly ol full fc 


ſuch teachers;And to this the Scriptures doe [2 2 | 


fully] 


oe: ly teſtifie, as in the dayes of the Prophets, 


g-4prd in them, and ſo cauſed the people to erre 
le. $meb their lyes, and through their lightneſk, 
y, $2 had he men of enlightned Conſciences, 
aj ſend to reprove their brutiſhneſſe, though 
6. #herwiſe they themſelves was neither Pro- 
to {ets nor ſons of Prophets, but may be, a 
ke $#rdman, or a gatherer ot ſiccomore fruite, a 
xe fowman,. or a ſhepheard, or ſome ſuch, 
it. ſhich Englands pride would call mecannick 


at. hen they erred in viſion, and had not the I/s. 28. 7. 


d. Hows, yet in theſe was the ſeed preſeryed, Jerem. 23. 
n- file the Land might have bob as Sodom, 7 f g 


| not one have known the Lord nor his 


ot 

by ord. And as it was in the dayes of the falſe 
i _ ſo hath it been ſince the dayes of 
ſe ſe miniſtry, for which many have ſufſe- 


« wed ſince the dayes of the Apoſtles,for teſtify- 
T 8 againſt ach as have Jot.r pm $, crhynh 
g. Jnd dofrine, from Chriſt Jeſus and his Apo- 
to fles 3 And this hath been from the indwelling 
& $ower of Chriſt in them, and his precious 
4 Þgnt ſhining in their hearts and conſciences, 
x fihat they have thus beempreſerved, and en- 
4 bled, to beare the teſtimony of Chriſt againſt 
f falſe worſhips, and worſhippers 3 and fo it is 
1 Jitthis day, in all who keepe a pure Confci- 
 Jence towards God in all his word and wor- 

ſhip, that his true and ſpirituall worthip 
e {night not be wholly loſt out of the world. 


G ihr ifat any time their Kings or Rulers 


; t God, or Kings aroſe who knew not 
{{ God, and then would lay upon them Laws 
- Jand Commands, which was not juſt an ! law- 
{| full for them to doethen by the light of Chriſ# 


[in a pure Conſcience they was enabled to 
1 with- 


T2 .F 


Heſter 3, withſtand it even unto death3 As that of My ſs 
decai and the Jews, who would rather alt he 
deſtroyed then bow to Hammons pride at the 
Kings command , though Englands peoy 
would have faid this is but a civill thing, and 
duty, and good manners, and the like, yet Gods 
Law in their Conſcience they preferred a 
bovye all that the King commanded con 
thereto, yea life and all would they loſe ra" 
ther then defile their Conſcience toward P 
God, or deny his Law there,though no Law Þ% 
without had forbidden ſuch a thing 3 Yet in 
other cafes did they appeare true and ſubjxetÞ 
to the King, for Mordecai's truth fayed the 
Kings life, not long before, though from man 
he had little reward for it. = . 

Likewiſe might be Inſtaniced, that of De- 
niels praying contrary to the decrees of the Þ 
King, his Counſell of Preſidents and Princes, Þ 
and that of the three children againſt the fierce 
Command of Nebuchadnezzar, in denying to 
wor{lip at his will and pleaſure ; likewiſe 
that of the Apoſtles, when their Rulers and 

| Priefts alſo , charged them ftraitly not to 
preach any more, their anſwer before autho- 
ritie was, We ov2ht to obey God rather then men; 
yea it would be too long to tell how many 
godly men and women, upon the account of 
a pure Conſcience, not onely hazarded their 
lives, but loſt life and all, ſor the teſtimony of 
a tender Conſcience, as might be inſtanced. 
But this may be ſaid for all 3 That if i 
would but have denyed the law of God in 
their conſcience, and conformed to the wills 
of men, and their laws, not oe of all the 
Prophets, &poflles,or all the holy men of on 
n 


fp, fed to have ſuffered death or ſpoyle. 
be $onow in that any of us by the ſame ſpirit of 
the @riſt,and from his light and Jaw in our Con- 
nces,are moved to goe teſtific againſt falſe 
an{Frophets,falſe worſhips,and declare the way 
x; Fftruth to all people againſt them to their 
| $3 And it Rulers have been ſo oppoſite to 
uy $5 a5 to make laws againſt it, and to com- 
rand us to bow and worſhip at their wills, 
> @hich for Conſcience ſake towards God we 
xy $ould not, for which we have ſuffered the 
in #oyling of goods, long and heavie impri- 
& @nments, ſhamefull uſings, and loſſe of lives 
he Bo 3 I ay in this we have a cloud of witneſſes, 
:n ven the Lord Feſwws our Captaine, and the 
hole body of Martyrs, who haye all gone 
7- fore us in the ſelfe ſame obedience of ſaith 
« $1nd Spirit,and have ſuffered the ſame or ſuch 
5, Jike things from Rulers that knew not God, 
« find teachers that knew not God, in their 
dyes; and all of them in their dayes was 
counted offenders, hereticks. or diſpiſers of 
Authority . or ſome ſuch reproach, was caſt 
upon them by their accuſers and perſecuters, 
for obeying the-law of their God in their 


neſſe of tha world have not &nown, nor can 
know, till they beleeve his light in their own 
Conſciences. 
So it is not for new things, nor ſtrange 0- 
inions, which wasnever in the world be- 
re, for which we ſuffer, (though to the 
world they ſeeme new and ſtrange , but for 
the very ſame workes, of the ſame Spirit of 
light and truth, which hath often appeared 
in a poore contemptible people, and hath as 
4 ONncen 
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Conſciences, whom the Rulers of the dark: John 16. 2» 
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often received the ſame meaſure, from them fþrCo! 
who profeſſe him in words, but in workes ftaditic 
cy im; by ſuch have we ſuffered, who it 
read and preach the' ſame in words, which ſ{Wereir 
this cternall Spirit in us now worketh ; And i 
with ſuch who with words garniſh the ſepul- 
chyes of thoſe whom their fathers flew, are} 
we counted great offenders, for being found} y,, 

' inthe ſame way and praQtiſe, and in obedi-f" 
efice to the ſame Spirit, in that meaſure as we 

have received it 350 we have this added to 


the teſtimony ofa good Conſcience towards I|'A N 
God, and towards men, that we ſuffer not Aa 
evill doing, though as evill doers, (to wit) : _ 


practiſe ofholy men, and the Scriptures 0 
truth, which will owne us herein, and ſand the th 
on ood ns all our adverſaries. and Ic 
accuſers. And this will be proved ſo when by the 
we come to particulars, wherein we differ Jand b! 
from the wayes and worſhips, of theſe pre-fſberty 
ſent times, and tor which we are ſo much} AS 
hated and perſecuted. of Ch 

And we know that it will not be foundJall ſo1 
harmfaull to the bodyes. eſtates ,or well-being 211d 2 
of any Chriſtian neighbourhood, nor of any VET v 
other people in the nations, to praftiſe thoſe ſon, : 
things wherein we differ, in civill and tem-J| 10un« 
porall things,nor hurtlul to the ſoules of any, | Spiri 
In the things wherein we differ in religious | and « 
or ſpiritual matters, from the ſeverall opini- | fence 
ons, and formes of worſhips that are or haye | ther 
been ſet up in theſe nations; As we (hall make | Sri] 
it plainly appeare, if cither Spirit of truth, | from 
or Scripture of truth, or things equall may | ferec 
but de'received on our part. Now we ſhall] very 


mentiun ſome particulars in which we wy men 
of 


xConſcience ſake from ſome of the formes» 
ditions. and commands of the men of this 
eſent age and the powers that have ruled 
kereirt. under whom we have therefore ſuf- 
red, as evill doers, 


— > — me ——_ FY 


Ind firſt as to thoſe things which ſome 


calls crvill. 
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\ Nd indeed it may be wondered at, by M. 
any moderate people . that in a nation 
alled Chriſtians. any man ſhould ſuffer, ſo | 
much as to be called an offender for ſome of 
the things which 1 muſt mention upon this | 
account, eſpecially they being layd upon us (| 
by the ſpir:t of Chriſt as matter of conſcience, l 
| 
| 


and by a people ſo highly pretending for 1;- 
- $derty of Conſcience. 

As it hath been layd upon us by the Spirit 
of Chriſt, to uſe the ſame ſingle language to 
all ſorts of people,which the Scriptures uſes, 
and all the holy men of God therein have e- 
yer uicd, that is to ſay, thou to any one per- 
fon, and ye to more then one 3 A language, 
found, and true, to Gud, and man, whuch the | 
Spirit of God firſt ſpoke, and gave to man, fl 
and of man received it againe without of- | 
fence, and never fince gave 9 man any 0» | 
| ther forme of ſpeech, as we may read in the | 
| Scriptures of truthz And in this we differ | 
| from fome ſorts of people,and for it have wf- 
| fered as great offenders,and haveundergone 
| very grievous cenfures , and long impriſon- | 
| ments, divers of us, though it hath been layd | 

on || 
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2 Tim.1. 1g, Scriptures alſo, commands the forme 


on our Conſciences from the Lord, yea the 


mo , to be holden faſt 3; now why thoſe 
RE oa 
ſhould perſecute us for the language of 
it, OT: thought ns. to the hearers 
thereof; yet for this we ſuffer for a teſtimony 
againſt them. 

Alfo it hath been layd upon us by the Lord 
to call men and women by their own names, 
which their fathers have given to them, to be 
knowne by amongſt men; And though in this 
we differ from ſome ſorts of people, who can 
give flattering titles to ſome people in ſtead 
of their names, and reproachfully miſcall 0+ 
thers in ſtead of their names, yet herein we 
are qwned by the, Scriptures of truth , and 
the praftiſe of all the holy men therein, who 
never refuſed their own names to take a 

roud title, but owned their names that God 

d given them, And faith the Scri 


Job 32. 21, let me not give flattering titles to man , for in ſo 
22, doing my maker would ſoone 
James 2, youreſþe@ perſons, you commit ſm,and aye convin- 


e me arpay. And if 


ced of the law as evill doers 3 yet for this we 
have ſuffered alſo by this generation,as evill 
doers, and contemners of authoritie, though 
we know that to call a man by his name, 
contemnes not his authoritie, nor doe weit 
for that end, but in obedience to truth, and 
for Conſcience towards God. 

Alſo that about our hats putting off, whick 
hath been ſo great an offence to many 3 This 
alſo hath been layd upon our Conſciences by 
the Lord and we dare not diſobey him there- 
41 topleaſe men, though fometimes it __ 
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of ſound 


e the Scriptures for their rule; 
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been ſaid to us that if we would but put off 
our hats, we ſhould not goe to priſonzothers 
'have ſaid, when we came before them for 
Judgement and Juſtice, you ſhall have no Ju- 
ice, unleſſe you put off your hats; yea ſome haye 

rded their lives hereon; yet durſt not 
diſobey God herein, though they have ſuffe- 
red long therefore ; and loſt their rights for 
want of juſtice : yet we have not dared to 
diſobey our God hercin, but have valued our 

ce with him anda pure Conſcience above 
all ſufferings and profits herein. Now, this is 

ond all the perſecuters of old, that men 
| ſhould ſuffer for their 'hars, yea, even Nebu- 


chadnezzar in his greateſt heate of perſecuti- 
on. he made not that an offence, to keepe on 
their hats, more then their other garments, 


ſhooes,they was bound and caſt into the fire ; 
nor doe we finde in all the Scriptures pre- 
cept or praQtiſe of that thing yet for this we 
have a,” ſuffered, in divers parts of this 
nation. Thus would people and powers, 
drive us from the obedience of our God, ina 
pure Conſcience, and inſtead thereof cauſe 
us to worſhip a vaine Cuſtome,for which we 
have no warrant, neither in Scripture, nor 


hzepe mine ordinances, but the Cuſtomes of the 
people are vaine, and abominable, you ſhall not 
defile your ſelves therewith. So, we obey God 
rather then men. and by men who profeſſes 
God, ſuffer for ſo doing. 

\ This alſo hath been commanded us of the 
Lord,and layd upon our Conſciences, not to 


al 


but with their hatson as well as hoſe and Dan. 3. 21; 


good example, but faith the Lurd, Ie ſhall rg. 26; 


ſweare at all, upon any occaſion WE Ioy. 23. 16, 
B 


( 1B 


and becauſe of this we have forborne to 


Mat. 5. 34. 


Lames 5. 12. 


ſweare, when men have called us thereto, 
whether to ſweare at any change of govern- 
ment,or what ever it hath been, we may not 
ſweare at all 3 And for this we have deep] 
ſuffercd alſo,as cHtemners of the law, thou 
we have not deſpiſed government, but have 
conſented to what juſt thing was required of 
us, in truth of heart, without ſwearing 3 And 
for this we have the expreſſe command of 
Chriſt Jeſus who hath ſaid. Sweare not at all; 
And his Apoſtles ſaid, Above all things my bre- 
thren, ſweare not, leaſt you fall into condemneti- 
on. And we havealſo the praQtiſe of all the 
followers of Chriſt who was never knowne 
to uſe an oath ſince ; for to ſuch as receive 
Chriſt there is the end of ſwearing 3 and di- 
vers other things which before Chriſt came 
to end them, was ordinances of God. but 
Chriſt the Covenant everlaſting hath ended 
all ſwearings of men whatſoever. and for- 
bidden they are in his name, upon paine of 
condemnation. Further, in the time of Mo- 
fes, when ſwearing was in the Tews Church, 
It was not to be forced upon them by any pe- 
nalty, but they might ſweare or not ſweare, 
without any carnall puniſhment, nor was it 
required of witneſſes to ſweare atall,betwixt 
a man arid his neighbour, two witneſſes was 
to eſtabliſh the matter before the Tudge, but 
never read of thoſe two required to ſweare, 


that was as to a mans owne particular, onely | 


in this caſe, when a man had taken a pledge, 
and it was ſtolen from him, then an oath was 
to be taken of that man in his owne behalfe, 
that he put not his hand to the ſtealeing of . 
an 


— 
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and then he was not to repay it againe, but 
if he would repay it he needed not ſweare, 
ſo he was not forced. And except in this caſe 
onely, I finde not an oath required by any 
Iudge in Moſes law. So, theſe who make us 
offenders, tor denying to ſweare, are out of 
all the way of God in Mbſes time. And in 

Chriſts time, ſwearing is exprefsly forbid- 
den at all, even this in Moſes time ; for faith 


Chriſt. It hath been ſaid by them of old time, thou £2v-19+ 12: 
ſhalt not forſweare thy ſelfe, but ſhalt perforne Hts 5+ 34+ 


unto the Lord thy oaths. $0 here was Moſes 
time, and ſwearing to the Lord, commanded 
in truth;and this ſaid Moſes. But (ſaith Chriſt) 
I ſay Sweare zot at all, and this is greater then 
M5, whoſe time is without bon. 4 

Further, as to the adminiſtration of the 
Liws of theſe nations 1n theſe late yeares, 
there we have ſcene many things, which in 
our Conſcience wwe cannot Joyne to, being 
ſherveil to us to be cnt of truth, and equity, 
and nvt nelvs, but b1irthens to the nations 
Novy >< to our elves, ſo many as walke in 
Chr} letus, we have one Judge, and Law- 
k1 -r appointed to us for that end by the fa- 
ther 3 And we may not goe to Law one with 
another, as 1nen being come to Chriſt Ieſus, 
the end of luſt, pr.de, and firife, which we 
have found to be the Cauſe of fightings, and 
ſutes at Law, and ifany thing of that nature 
would arife in any of us, by our Iudge and 
Law-giver it is judged, and we are faved; 
Andit is layd upon us by the lame Spirit of 


Chriſt, not to ſue any man at the Law, nor to Mut, 5. 


ſeeke to avenge our ſelves of ſuch as ſeeke to 


Wrong us, but to love our enemies, and pray 
B 2 for 


(20) | 
for them that diſpitefully uſe us; and hate vs 3 
And fo fromall men to ſuffer for peace ſake, 
tor to peace we are called, towards all men, 
and under the Prince of peace is our goyern- 
ment, ſo that we neet not men to end Con- 
troverſies amongſt us, who are all in unity of 
ſpirit, and life, in Chriſt Ieſus. 

Butwwhen men haile us before Iudgement- 
Seats, or cauſe us to appeare at their Courts 
of Law, then we meet with many things a- 
mong them there, which for Conſcience fake 
we cannot bow to,nor uphold,finding them, 
not onely againſt the rule of Chriſtians, but, 
out of the way of common honeſty as men, 
yea many things againft truth it ſelte,and this 
we cannot ſerve, as Law, which is againft 
truth. 

As when, they ſend a Writ to appeare at 
their Courts, in a mans owne proper perſon, 
and in obedience thereto we have come, 
(may be ) two hundred miles or above, and 
tendred our ap ce accordingly, at the 
very day appointed, then they have with 
violence and reproach thruſt us out of their 
Courts, becauſe we did appeare in our owne 
perſons, and not in another mans perſon, 
whom we have not known,and for this have 
we ſuffered much damage, & long impriſon- 
ment, as contemners of authority and Law 3 
Now,this we cannot joyne to in our hearts, 
nor owne as honeſty, and truth, and plaine 
dealing as men, to let goe, all talke of Chri- 
ſtians, the heathen would not doe this to us. 


Alſo,when our adverſary puts up a Bill of | 


Charge againſt us, drawn up in a forme with- 


Out truth, fill'd with falſe accuſations, as 
though 


C21 ) 
though onr offence amounted to hundreds or 
thouſands of pounds wrong , or damage, 
» {| whetiwiththetruth of Chriſt in our Conſci- 
ence we know,that we haye never wronged 
that man one penny in our lives, but that it 
isthe enemy oftruth, and peace, even that 
Old accuſer of the brethren, which now 
workes in that Creature to ſpoyle our goods 
or take ourlives, or liberties from us 3 Then, 
we are not ſuffered to returne an anſwer in 
the feare of our God, and in plainneſſe and 
truth of expreſſions, as the Spirit of truth 
| ſhall move 1n the ſimplicity of our hearts ; 


*F #F ww . 


And ſo, with the Spirit of truth to deny the 
lyes and falſe accuſations, of the adverſary 3 
But we muſt be forced to give unreaſonable 
ſums of money, to another man, whom we 
know not,nor knows he our ſtate and caſe in 
this matter, to anſwer in our ſtead, who for 
ought we know, may in ſtead of 7m re- 
| proving thoſe abominable lyes, juſtific them, Iſz. 59. 4. 


ew yu uu w #u 


at leaſt as a legall thing, or forme at Law, fit 
to be uſed. And — teſtiwony againſt yo. Wy — 
falſhood is taken from us, which the Spirit of 
truth requires of us, and we pay money to 
have it juſtified, as a forme at Law, when we 
know it to be a forme of lyes ; And we can- 
, not leave the truth, to ſerve this deceipt 3 be- 
ſide, were the truth no dearer to us, but that 
we could thus give it up to be betrayed 
knowingly, yet it ſeems to us unreaſonable, 
as men, to give our cauſe into the hands of 
him that knows it not, further then we muſt 
informe him , nor when we have informed 
himyhave no aſſurance whether he will ſpeak 
our words or his owne, or our adverſaries, 
B 3 and 
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(22) 
and ſo bring us under the guilt of the whole 
body of falthood. This appeares to us very 
unreaſonable, and dangerous, and below the 
priviledge of a man,as a mati,much more as a 
Chriſhan, ſo we rather chuſe to ſuffer inno- 
cently under falſhood, keeping our conſci- 
ences cleare, then conſent thereto, and ſo e- 
ſtabliſh miſchiefe under pretence of a Law, 
Pſal. 94,20. and deny our teſtimony for the 
truth, to which we are called,and for which 
we ſuffer in all theſe things. 

Alſo,ifany of us be ſued at the Exchequer or 
Chancery, and appeare and take a Coppie of 
the Bill,and goe to the a_ withatrue an- 
fryer thereto, they will refuſe it, becauſe we 
cannot {weare, though they will ſhew us no 
written law ſor ſo doing, but tell us its a Cu- 
ſtome,and this cuſtome 1s preferred above his 
Law who faith, ſweare not at all 3 and for this 
have many been impriſoned,it being put -. 
on us either to deny their Cuſtome,or Chri 
Command,ſfo we chuſe to ſuffer by men,for a 
feaſon, rather then defile our Conſciences. 

If we be ſummon'd to doe ſervice for the 
Country, on a Iury, and be willing to do the 
ſervice faithfully as to God and man, yet be- 
cauſe wwe cannot ſweare, many are fined,im- 
priſoned, and theit goods ſpoyled,and repu- 
ted unſerviceable in the nation, when we 
would freely ſerve the Country, fo as we 
might not therein deny Chriſt, our Saviour. 

If one of us be ſummon'd to appeare at a 
Court tor a witneſſe, that would teſtifie the 
truth before God trom a gvod Conſcience, 
and in the feare of God, and according to his 
Law, viz. in all things, that if we ſhould 

wrong 


' 


wrong any man whatſoever thr our 
falſe teſtimony, that its juſt the rouge owe 
be done to us, yet becauſe we cannot ſweare, 
(be the ation never ſo great, ) our true teſti- 
mony is refuſed, and we thruſt away without 
Iudgement, & threaten'd to-caulc us to pay, 
what they ſay the party is damnificd for our 
not ſwearing, and all this we muſt ſuffer for 
obeying Chriſts Commands. 

' Ifone of us ſhould buy a piece ofland, or 
have fome fallen to him by inheritance, and 
come to the Court Baron to take it up, they 
will not lethim take it, except he ſweare,and 
ſo breake Chriſts ſayings ; or if a man pur- 
chaſe, or have an inheritance within a Cu- 
ſomary Court, its the ſame, and they will 
turne us without it, if we will not (weare 
con to Chriſts Commands. And thus is 
the evill Cuſtome of a Cour: preferred before 
Chriſts Commands, a good Conſcience, and 
a familyes whole eſtate and livelihood. 

Ifa man bind an apprentice in this Citievf 
London, and give a great ſumme ot money 
with him, and the prentice ſerves his time 
honeſtly and truely, and have his Maſters te- 
ſtimony thereto, yet is he denyed his Iree- 
dome, if he cannot ſweare for Conſcience 
ſake, and ſo muſt loſe money and ſervice, if 
he be faithfull to Chriſt. 

If one of us ſhould dye inteſtate,they will 
not ſuffer our owne wiſe or Children to ad- 
miniſter on our owne goods . unleſſe they 
will ſweare againſt their Conſcience, and the 
Law of Chriſt;zor if we make a will,and make 
wife or Children Executer, they are denyed 
to prove the will, whereby they are to enjoy 

B 4 their 
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PT 
their eſtates, but by-breaking that Command 
of Chriſt in ſwearing. | 
Likewiſe, when ſome of us 
reſted to po at ſuch a Court ſuch a day, 


and have {imply given bond to appeare; And 
when the ap; carance hath been made at the 
day expreſſed by the party ſo bound, neither 


the appearance would be taken,nor thebond 
delivered, but a further ſnare, becauſe ano- 
ther man appeares not for us whom we ne- 
ver knew, nor had ought to doe withall. 
 Alſoabout marriage, which we know to 
be an ordinance of God from the beginning, 
and being ordered in the Counſell of Goi 
and the bed not defiled is honourable, but 
whoremongers and adultereys God will judge. $0 
aS any are moved of the Lord into that ſtate, 
we ſay the Counſell of the Lord is firſt and 
chiefely to be minded, and the thing weigh- 
ed in his feare, that it be done onely in the 
L ord, that it be not taken on lightly, raſhly, 
nor by any fleſhly motiorn,nor for any earth- 


ly ends, but in the moving & ordering ofthe 


Almighty Creator of man and woman, who 


onely knows their ſpirits. So to joyne them, 


as they may be one in fleſh and ſpirit, that he 
may ſecke a godly ſeed to himſelfe, and they 
may lead a godly and peaceable life; & onely 
thus is it Gods ordinance, as God puts toge- 
ther, and faith Chriſt, let not man put ſucha- 


 funder; and this we v fr the chicfe thing to 


be obſerved, viz. that God joyne them; And 
next that notice be given to the parents, or 
ſuch as have the overſight of each party, that 
( as much 1s may be ) all may be done in love 
and unity in the will of God openly. a 


have been ar. 
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(25) 
this we have from God in Spirit, and this we 
find in Scripture, to be the ordinance of God 


- Htohis Saints ofold, and their libertie in the 


Lord ; which God never altered, which we 
keepe for conſcience fake, and may not 
breake. And leaſt any licentious perſons 
ſhould abuſe this liberty,to ſatisfie their luſts, 
and then not live as man and wife during 
their lives, and the Magiftrates not know of 
them, and ſo they eſcape the ſword of ju- 
ice 3 we haye freedome in our Spirits,to ac- 
quaint ſome of the next Majeſtrates with our 
mtents, and hereby confeſſe our ſelves lya- 
ble to the juſt cenſure of the Magiſtrate, with 
others, in caſe of miſdemeanour, and all this 
we havadone ere coming together as man 
and wife, which is as much as the ordinance 
of God, or any reafon can juſtly require, yet 
have ſome of us ſuffered in this caſe, by the 
changable Laws ofmen, who ſome of them 
have ſought to impoſe one ſort of Prieſts on 
us as an ordinance, others Tuſtices as an or- 
dinance, and/others another ſort of Prieſts 
againe 3 ſo for denying theſe uncertain rules 


of men, and keeping the ordinance of God Maith.1g.8 


that was in the beginning, we ſuffer by all of 
themas evill doers, yet have they not one 
charge againſt any of us, who have been joy- 
ned according to this ordinance of God,as to 
breach of marriage, or miſdemeanour there- 


in : for we hate patting away, and come to 7gth,r9.4, 


that which was in the beginning. 

Theſe with many other things there be,as 
touching the outward Laws, whereby both 
our lives, libertics, and cſtates, become a 
daily prey to mercileſſe men, from m_— 


Rom. $. 2. 


Nom. 13. 


(26) 
hath been manifeſt ſuch impriſoningtil | 
fuch perſecution and ſpoyle of goods = 
ny gromntons to come may admire to read tg. 
of,though in this generation its little if 
edor minded, unlefs it be by ſome few,whoſe 
hearts God hath tendred, that have not been 
ſo cruell in their places as others. ; 
_ RE non away ys _ wm cannot 

w to ſuch unrighteous of corrupt 
men, or their corrupt Cuſtomes, or corrupt 
Lawes, That ore we are a e that 
would have no Law, nor at all, 
as ſome have falſely accuſed us:for of this we 
are cleare before the Lord our God, what e- 
ver men may accuſe us herein, for the Law 
of God we own in our Conſcience, eventhe 
Law of the Spirit of Life, which s in Chriſt Je- 
ſus our Lord and Law-giver, by which we are 
taught, to our Conſciences yoyde of 
offence towards God and towards men, by & - 
which we are freed from under the power J,.1 
of the Law of {im and death. And by this Law Þ| g, 
of God in our conſciences,are we alſo taught J. + 
to be ſubze& to every power our God {hall Þ 1. 
ſet up over us, by which teaching ,we know Þ .. 
that the powers that be,are ordained vf God. }F 
And by the ſame Law of God in our hearts } ,. 
and Conſciences, by which we are made to Þ 
ſuffer, rather thento obey that which 1s un- pL 
Juſt, by the ſame Law, and upon the ſame pe- 
nalty are we made to be ſubject and obey e- JI 7. 
very juſt and wholeſome Law of man, for } 


Conſcience ſake; Therefore,asthe ordinance . C, 
of God, we obey, and owne authoritie in the | 


Nation 3 And the Ruler of the people as the | 


Miniſter of God,for good to ſuch as doe wh ; 
y 


' 


(37) 


death, fl, aterror to every evill doer without re- 
t of perſons z fo we being guided by the 
Law of God in our conſciences,arc ſub- 
ject not for wrath, but for Conſcience ſake; for he 
not a terror to them that do well, and obey 
dd in their Conſciences 3 But if any doe e- 
vill, let ſuch feare, for he « the Miniſter of Gol, 
nd bedres not the ſword in vaine. And tor this 


f 


and feare to whom feare , honour to whom 
honour 3 And from this we exempt not our 
ſelves, more then other people in the ſame 
Nation, but deſire rather to be examples to 
others, with all diligence, not ſpeaking evill 
of governments as many doe, which will 
flatter to their faces, but ſeeking to our God 
for what authoritie he {h21] ordaine, that un- 
der them we may he godly and quietly go- 
yerned, without reſpe& of perſons. 
Therefore we might ſav, as to all the ſcye- 
rall Rulers that hath ariſen in theſe yeares 
ſince we were a people in Gods light, which 
\of them have we reviled or ſought to ſup- 
_ ,Oor what jiſt law, old or new ? (which 


Lt. 


T2239 
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4 ath been juſt, an | according to Scriptures, 
ts | Ora o0d ConTience ) have we denyed or 
o I franigreſſed%ttongh from the evill and 1bufe 
\. | *fall, God hv 5 1 is eternal light, and the 
.. © povver Of i115 9p: Ot, preſcr7ed 45 to this dav, 
| glory to our Go1 tor evermore 3 So our Con- 
S ſciences arc cleare towar'| them that are 
» | fall:nasto thatthing, by whom ive 10 much 
" | ſuffered. -ncir gay, 

$8 Andnvwringuds lrew and fare we are, 


and in hs ire Geo} alone, wr ookre to 
be tound towards y v.: that are now come up 
Into 


cauſe we pay tribute, to whom it belongs, - 


2 Cor.l. 12. 
1 Tim, 3. 9. 


ATs 4. 19. 
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mto the ſeat ofgovernment, That if by any 
meancs-weinight not be any occaſion of of. 
fence, or hardening of your hearts, by our 
diſobedience or _— any of your Laws, 
which are juſt, wholeſome and good, and ac- 
cording to Gods truth in Scriptures z Nor, 
that on the contrary we might provoke our 
pure eyed, and zealous God and Father, to 
diſpleaſure 'againſt us, by yeelding to any 
thing whatſoever , or obeying what is any 
way againſt his Spirit in our hearts, or the 
light of Chriſt in our Conſciences. And this 
at preſent is our ſtraite way, ſet before us to 
walke in towards God, and towards man, 
and therefore the deſire and travaile of our 
ſoules is great at this day, that you might be 
one with God in your Laws and Commands, 
That ſo,under you we might be godly and 


quietly governed, within and without, But | 


if yet,it muſt be ſo, that your diſtance be fo 
great, that with one heart we cannot obey 
you both, then whether it is better to obey 
God or men, ( with the light of God in your 
own conſciences) judge you,theretore if we 
can but keepe peace with the one of you, we 
chuſe to keepe our —_— ce with 
God,and that ſaving faith thats held in a pure 
Conſcience 3 And our prayers to the father 
of lights is, for our whole body of Chriſts 


Church, and every member thereof, that our 


hearts may be kept ſingle to him alone, what 
ever we ſuffer from men for {o doing. 


— 
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ny Now to thoſe things which 
our ſome call religious. 


| | 
Wy ough in our ſelves we make no ſuch 
for, 4+ diſtinQion, it being that@ur Conſcien- 
our $65 are to be exerciſed inthe Tight and Spirit 
to Jef Chriſt, in all we doe towards God, and to- 
wards mat), andevery particular action to- 
wards men, God requires that it be done as 
to him, and to his glory, and not in our own 
wills, nor in mens wills,nor after their wills, 
to manners, and cuſtomes, and commands, but 
n, {inthe will of God alone, revealed in Chriſt 
ur {Jcſus in Spirit, andin his motion and lead- 
be Jings, whichif we miſſe in, and ſerve eyther 
s, {menor our ſelves therein,and not God, we 
id { are accountable to him, as though we had er- 
red in that which the world calls Religion ; 
therefote,what ever we do to Godin Grid, 
to us, iS his ſervice and pure religion,and un- 
defiled before God, if we keepe but our con- 
ſcience unſpotted from the world ; though it 
be but in viſiting a fatherleſs childe,or a wid- 
dow, in their affliftion, or any other thing 
which the Spirit of truth, juſtice and mercy 
leads us to, and requires of us. 

But,as the worſhip of God it ſelfe, hath re- 
lation to him alone, who is a Spirit, and will 
be worſhipped in ſpirit, and in truth,betwixt 
him and every particular creature onely 

? known, in matter, meaſure and manner, time 

+ andplace. And knowing that the onely wiſe 
God,who gives the _—_— ofthe earth to Dan. 4.17: 
whom he will, yea, and may fet over them 


the baſeſt of men, as well as the moſt yertu- 
OusS, 


James 1.27, 


John 4. 22, 


24s 


Edad indie wo on Zo 


4 
- 
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"20 _ 
ous, without controule , if he pleaſe fo to 
deale in judgement towards any Nation, yet 
this hath he reſerved as an cternal! Scepter 
in the hand of Jeſus our Lord, and by an & _ 
verlaſting Covenant hath he ſworne 

Heb.1. 8,5. forall, concerning him, Thou art a King for e. being 
wer, over the boly people, and his throne is e- $10 th 
ſtabliſhed in their conſciences by a perpety- | S0' 
all decree,to all generations,therefore was it {nor 
never known, that ever he truſted or titled Iſters 
_ earthly Prince, with Lord over the faith {nall 
and conſriences of his owne people This was e- {fel} 
ver the Sons prerogative above the Kings of Ithe 
the earth, and healcne is to be Judge and Ithis 

I/a. u. 1, 2, Law-giver,and correQter,and leader, in that YOrx 
inviſible ſpirituall work of worſhip, tuwards-{ the 
God, for he onely knowes the way, end none Jeſt 
comes tothe Father but by him. for 

Its true,the Pope hath taken upon himſelfe, | ma 
fuch authority under pretence of the Apo- | Lo 
les, even over the faith and conſciences of | or 
ru and with it hath ſhed much irmocent | the 
loud, which lyes-upon his ſeat, and his line, I ths 
till God come to enguire tor it, and for that }| an 
end hath ſet up inquiſitions &ec. And others || 'bu 
aſter. and from that,have creed Courts,and 
Synods, with their fines, znd priſons, and 
—_— to as the _ _ owt 4 | 
of people,and they pretend the Apoſtles allo, ! 
Forthis worke. a! this we 6 that the 3 
Apoftles was no ſuch men,nor uſed any ſuch 
weapons , but deny them therein both the * 
Pope, and they that are riſen ſince; And ex- | V 
preſiely deny to be Lords over Gods heri- | I 
tage or over their faith, neither did they ' L 
+ preach themſelyes Lords, and Maſters, but ! © 
Chriſt . 


| 31 
Chriſt Jeſs alone the Lord, and themſclves-2 Cor. 4. 5. 
ſervants for leſus ſake, as both their owne 
words & pra&tiſe doth teſtific 3 for ſaith Paul, 
n 6+ {Not for that we have dominion over your faith; 2 Cor.1. 24, 
ned faith Peter, Not for filthy lucre, neither as 1 Pet. 5. 3. 
y 6- {being Lords over Gods heritage, but as examples 
$ e- Ito the flock. 
etu- | So we know that from Petey they had it not, 
as it Jnor from Paul,nor from any of the true Mini- 
led Ifters of Chriſt, for their weapons was not car- 2 Cor.10. 4. 
zith {nall but ſpirituall, nor did they wreſtle with Eph. 6. 12. 
5 6 {fleſh, but with ſpirit 3 ſo all they can get from 
; of Ithe Apoſiles, either in word or practiſe, is . 
nd Jthis, That if they be troubled with errors, 
hat For profaneneſſe in their Churches 3 Then, if 
rds {| they have the Spirit and power of the Lord 
Mme | leſus, then to deliver fuch a one up to Satan, 1 C97 4-5. 
for the deftrudtion of the fleſh, that the ſoule 
fe, 3 may be ſaved,and body alſo in the day of the 
0- | Lord. And this is not to goales, or gallowes, 
of | or inquiſitions,or tortures, or fires ; now,had 
they this ſpirit and power,they would know 
that which would convert in deedand truth, 
and not make hypocrites, or elſe kill them, 
but the falſe Church having not theſe wea- 
pons, nor this ſpirit and power, is builded 
with oppreſſion, and upholden with bloud. Mic.3. 10s 
| And in her are found the bloud of all the ho- 
ly Martyrs of Jeſus, as ſaith the Scriptures, 
$ yea, even now is ſhe drunke with bloud, 
Revel. 18. 24. © 17.6. 
So now, this is the thing we ſay as to the 
worſhip of our God, and to the order of it 3 
- } Inall things it belongs to Chriſt leſus our 
' ! Lord, andto him as fole King & Lord there- Col. 1. 18. 


of, we comit our ſelyes,cven the whole _ 
oule 


————_—_ CTY ES! 


Rev.17.14- 


Fohu 6.27. 
Col, x, 18, 


Mat. 1. 21. 


Phil.2, I3. 


 ICor. 6.10, 


Phil. 2. 10. 


foule and body,as to all things of that natue: 
And though there may ariſe power after 


power,and ſecke to ſtop us of this liberty and 
freedome,by ating torce and violence upc 


our outward man, yet are we free, by buth 
in Chriſt Icſus,and our inward man they can- } 


not bind, nor can we ever while we abide in 
that ſee *c, give up the right of Chriſt unto 
any of them ; but this we teſhific in all we doe 
or ſuffer, that the right 4 Chriſts, over our Con- 
Feiences,and over our worſhips,and to him alone 
we conſeſſe before menzand he hath the name 
in us; And though for a time, or tunes,we yet 
ſuffer, yet we know the end muſt come 3 And 
the Lambe muſt take the kingdome, and we 
know him that is true and faithfull, whom the 
Father hath ſealed, and anoynted to be head 
of the t hurch which s hs body, and to him muſt 
the Nations account ; And therefore we ſay 
to all the ſeverall powers that comes upon 
us, we may. not deny the Lord in our Con- 
ſciences, to bow to, or worſhip in what men 
{hall ſet up or command 3 but he that ſaves us 
dayly from our fins. he {hall leade us in our 
worlhip, and tohim we muſt give tne obedi- 
ence of faith, who gives us faith and power 
by his Spirit.to obey, and who hath wrought 
all our workes in z# end for x, and by whoſe 
vertue it is we live, and bring forth to rhe 
praiſe of God, and weare not our 6wne,nor 
ſervants of men, but we are bought witha 
price, that we may ſerve him for ever. by 
whom we are redeemed. and by whom all 
mcn without reſpe& of perſons, muſt eter- 
nally be judged, or juſtified. | 
Therefore 


TEs - 
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| tha # the. f.aw and the Prophets 3 Now if 
C 


033) 
"Therefore we ſay , this is a iviledge, Athat 
no man ſhould be hindered of, £to wit $5 the 
liberty of his Conſcience _ his God, 
I but that an univerſall liberty for all forts of 


| bai to worſhip God, wa aca as Chriſt 


Ae yarn or to.y _ S and as 
wade tncir hearts, 15. Spirit, 
King I without Chriſt _ doe any 
thing 1n this caſe acceptable to God, neither 
can one man worſhip in the meaſure of ano- 
ther, but in his bwne meaſure, as he xe- 
ecives of God in Chriſt Jeſus Faith and. 
and irit, for it muſt be in Spirit, 


andof faith, elſe it is in, in Gods ſight, that Rn 


ever men thinke thereot. on 

And this is juſt and equal} in the ſight of 
God, andall re men, and that which 
1 know no underſtanding man or woman 
would be limitted in, ſeeing all have immor- 
tall ſoules from God. and to him alone muſt 
account for them. and not to men ; That fo - 


every ſoule may ſtand and fall, to.his owne "IHR 4. 


Maſter in this caſe , ſeeing none can fave his 
brother, when he hath mifled him, nor ac- 
count to God for him therefore he.is no 
wiſe man(ihoureyes) who will leave the 
light of Chriſt that once knows it, to follow 
another mans opinion 3; And ſeeing cv 

man would havye this libertie for png 
why ſhould he goe about to dg to his 


beother , how iothat juſt or 1 
men? And how. doth it i the Law of 


' Chriſtas Chriſtians, who hath commanded, 
! Thatall things whatſoever you would that men Mer. J« 2, 


ſhould doe unto you, doe ye even ſo to them, fot 


f C07 .2, 10, 


IIs 


ED 

be not'comeſofar ih equitie, as to anſwer the 
Law andthe Prophets.how will youanſwea 
Chrift, you that profeſſe him inwords, -. 

_ Andwere it not that Nations , «nd met; 
were drunke, and berwitched with the forni- 
cation of that Scarlet coloured whore, they 
wonld foreſee the danger of taking that u 
on theta which belongs to Chriſt alone, it 
being ſo many have been broken on the ſame 
Rock, and reaſon it ſelfe might ſhew them 
how fafe it is,not to be too forward in things 
of that nature, which God hath not «called 
them to And alſo it being ſo much contra- 
ry to that juſt principle in man which would 
lead ey=ry.man to do to another as he would 
be done untoy3 And would teach eyery man 
that he ought to give up himſclfe tohis God, 
in all Tpiritnall (matters 3 And thatſo he 


{hould fiffer every other creature alſos And | 


ſeeing that there 15 no infallibilitie amongſt 
men, without, the immechate- manifeſtation 
of Chriſt Feſus bs light and 8pirit'in them, but 
that ſincemen tooke that.upon them; even to 
Nt as Lords and Judges over faith ans cof- 
ſcience; . The Lord hath ſcattered them in 
this thing, and cofifounded them into ſo ma- 
ny minds and judgements , that he that is 
fahjc&tto folow every change in theſe lat- 
t:r dayes, *{hall ſcarcely abide';n one opini- 
on a yeare to an end; which things duely 
weighed, might ſtay the haſt of every ceaſo- 
nableman from forceing that upon the Con- 
ſcience of 2nother , which hiihſelfe is' not 
infallible in, and for which he* muſt account 
to God for all ſoules that erre' through hm, 
and fo periſh, in gainſaying Gods witnefle. 4 
An 


« 


F 
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And this would be wiſdome, with God, 
firſt to ſearch in themſelves whether they 


have that Call from God himſelfe, to force 


any, or they doe it to anſwer the defires of 
others, or to hold up a tradition, and fo 
m'ght they come to ſee , what they ſerves, 
and yyhether it will beare perſecution or 
bloud-ſhedding at the day of Judgement 3 
AnJ prove. whether you have that which 
is infallible to force them to, or it be but 
thought, and opinion of your ſelves, or 0- 
thers, ſecing its ſo common athing for Ru- 
lers and Teachers to joyne in forceing peo- 
ple that are under them to erre, and for 
which ſo many have been confounded and 
caſt out, and ſo that all might come to prove 
their worke, and bring it tothe light, ro ſee 
whether it be wrought in God, and ifhe will 
owne it with his light, which is pure in their 
Conſcience, which is an equall rule, and try 
what power and Spirit it 1s that God hath 
made Lord & King, and Law-giver and Lea- 
der in all his worthip 3 and if they have not 
this. then it is the old perſecuter, and mur- 


| therer. which uſes to ſet people cn fire that 


know not God in'Spirit 3 And if you have 
that Spirit which God hath giventhe power 
to in his Church, then its gentle, drawing 
and powerfull, without forceable impoſing, 
or killing, nor doth he eyer compeli againſt 
faith and Conſcience. 

Now there be many particular things 2s 
to Gods worſhip and things thereto pertain- 
in, which the men of this age would im- 
poi upon us,yea, and force them upon great 
penalties, which the Spirit of Chrift dota nor 

C19 lay 


Jobn 3.20, 


2ls 


Ron, 5.6. 


(35) 
lay uyort us as matters of faith or praftiſe, 
nor _eyer did oxdaine them in any Age, nor 
command them to be obſerved i ks Charch, | 
as men now impoſe them, but the contrary 
we find from the Spirit of Chriſt, both ini the 
oldneſs of letter, and in newncels of life 3S0 
theſe things we cannot bow to, nor worſhi 
in, for conſcience ſake, conſcience towar 
God conſcience towards the, holy men of 
God in the holy lite,and conſcience towards 
the Scripture of truth 3, for of all theſe we 
make conſcience, in their time and place, 
in which God the Father of all hath: brought 
them forth to ſexye him. _ 1004/46 
AS men would. unpoſe upon our Conſcis 
ENCES to cane onee a wreke, to ſuch a great houſe 
in their Pariſh,whach they calla pariſh Church, 
and there we muſt oblerve avhat one man 
{hall reade, preach or pray, . for two or three | 
houres that day, by an uſuall forme, and this 
man will have a C/ar4z, and he thall ſay Amen 
at the end of ſuch a ſentence, ar part of his 
prayer or ſpeech, and to this Church, andty 
this worſhip muſt we be bound whale we 
dwell in that parilh 3 Andeither the tythes 
of all we have, or ſo much a yeare ſet main- 
tenance, muſt be d to the man call: 
himſelfe a Miniſter of Chriſt; And ſo m 


4 yeare to his Clarke for ſaying Amen after 
hnn, it money and egges, and tae like 3 And « 
it this we doe conſtantly,we may live peace- 


good Chriſtian, and a religious man, but it | 
we faile in any of this, bat eſpecially in that : 


but 


ſas 


ably by them, and goe under the name of a ? jns 


but 
An 


of tythes or wages3 then they call us here- þ che 


tickes, and complaine of us to the Magi- }; 
ſirart, | 
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irate, or ſue us at Law, till they have caf 
our bodyes into priſons, and taken the ſpoyle 


| of our godds. Now God having revealed 


his true worthip to us in the light of Chrift, 
whichis is iv ſpirit and truth, and called us 
out of carnal! things, for which there is no 
Scripture. we cannot for Conſcience ſake, 
worflip any more therein, | 

Now, neyther bythe Spirit of Chriſt in us, 
nor by letter of Scriptures without us, nor 
_ example ofall the holy men of Gcd 

have walked before us, can we for 
Conſcience ſake owne, nor uphold that for 
the true and fpirituall worſhip of God in ſpi- 
rit and truth, neither to repaire their houſe, 
maintaine their Priet, nor his Clarke, as 
they would impoſe upon us. 

Now ſome have {aid , What would you hawe 
no Church, Miniſter, preaching, praying,nor nance 
of ths worſhip , nor maintenance, Ce, What: 
would you hays ? 

We ſay yes, weown a Church, miniftring, 
preaching , praying , and the maintenance 
that thereto belongs , but we would have 
them to be of God , and aſter his will in 
Chrift Jeſus, and not after the will and tra- 
ditions of men, contrary both to God. good 
men and the Scriptures of truth ; For we 
reade of a Church of Chriſt in Scriptures, 
but it was in God the Father , and qur Lord Fe- 
ſas Chriſt, And we read of a miniftry of Cnritt 


a ? inScripture, madz not of man, neither by man, 
i | 


t + 


but by the revelation of the Son of God in them ; 
And the Goſpel or Miniſtry that they prea- 


1 The. 1. f. 


- + ched, was not after man, nor received of mm, Ga-4. 1,15, 


| - 
's 


C 3 Te, 


' neither was they taught it, but by revelation of 1/.1.11.12, 


1 C97.9.14 


A&I 


eſw Chriſt. And we read ofa Waintenange- 


they had, which was to live of the:Goſpel; 
And the ſpiritualls which they ſowed freel 

without money'or mon=y-worth , brought 
them forth fruits freely , both in ſpirituall 
things, and worſhip towards God, and in 
carnall things towards their outward wants, 
and as they planted, fo they cate;And where 
the plant grew, and the ſoule proſpered, till 


* neednot to fe theny ant to take it 


it could bring forth ſruit fretly, there t 
by ſpoyle; 


but of the world they looked for nought but 
riecutioh, rior ever-coveted or tompel- 


edany ſuch thi 


from any creature, no riot 


where they had towne and planted, ufnileſſe 
1t grew in ſpirit and liſe to God, they looked 
not to reape any thing but loſſezif that which 
they had towne withered inthe way, there- 
fore Uid they watch for the ſoule, and not 
for tythes, piggs, and <ggs and geeſe, and 
ſheaves, Ge. but that the toule proſpered tos 
wards God, that was their prizez And to 
make the Goſpel without charge, that was 
their reward, if they did jt freely and wil- 


1:07. | 
And theſe went on and prof 


1 Cor. c, +=, lingly , but if not willingly, then « nece/- 


19. tie was layd upon them, and woe was their por- 


d, ga- 


thering Churches out ofthe world into God, 
from pl=ce to place, even where they was 
not ſent ſor 3 they went freely as they was 
niovetof the holy Spirit : And ifatry where 
they came was ſound worthy to: receive 
them, wirh them they might eate ſreely what 
was {et beſore them , where the Spirit was 
ſrce, but they did not feat themſelves in a 


Towne, 


( 39 
Torne, orſay, this is my Pariſh; and this is' 
my hire, 1 much a.yeare; but wandred to 
and fro -having no certaine dwelling place, 
nor was'their bellyes any part. of the bar- 
gain, aSt9 coming preaching, ſtayitig or go- 
Ing, as to any place. 

And when they had gathered a Church 
into the Spirit and life ot. Chriſt Teſus, which 
brougnt them ta' meete together, then they 


{| did not Lord it over them in faith or conſci- 


ence , nacither was they called their Maſters, 


but till ſervants for Chriſt ſak{3 nor did they 2 gp, 4. 5, 


a glaſſeand ſet-up, and if any ſpoke in 
their time, while they was ſpeaking , fay 
they broke their peace, and ſend them to pri- 
fon, but ſaid all mizht propheſee, that all might 
be edifiedy andit was joy to them to heare 


any to. ſpeake by the Spirit, either ſon or 


daughter and fome might ſpeake and ſome 
night judge. of what was ipoken 3 And if 


any thing was revealed to him that ſtood by, 1 C9.14.29 
the firſt was to hold his peace 3 and the Spi- 39, 3+ 


rit of the Prophets # ſubje@ to the Prophets. 
Now this Church and its order we owne. 
where ever we find it tobe arter God, and 
in him 3 but when we meete with a cunpany 
of peopes that denyes all this z And if any be 
moved inthe Spirit eyther to ſpeake wiile 
they are ſpeaking, or judge what they have 
ſpoken 3 Then the teacher cryes away to 
priſon with him, and the people runs upon 
us all a heapes, ready to pull us to pieces 3 
this we owne not, nor doth Chriſt, nor the 
Scriptures owne it to be his Church, this 1s 
not the Spirit of the Prophets, nox ſubject to 
the Propacts, but the rude Spirit which tu- 
C-4 multed 


| 40 
apes upon the Apoſtles and Prophets of 

old. | 
. Sohere is ſomewhat declared of the mini- 
ſry we owne, and his maintenance, but of 
ſuch a thing as a Clarke we read not in Scrip- 
tures, neither narhe nor office. . And now let 
none thinke a=; a an <0 in ew to 
compare..& weigh and try an ve things, 
for ks chin & _ Teng the S 
rit that 3s.of Gedgthat.we may.knowthe things 
x Cor.2, 12+ that are given to us of God, from things that 
. . arcofthe world; And we may. not receive 
every one fora Miniftex of Chriſt, who tells 
us he is, nor that for a Church that every one 
OI Ea] 45s that for worſhip þ ra 

every one xvould u upon us 3 ſor thi 

had need of trying, and Spirits alſo, and we 
1 Fohn 4. 1. bold, fof that. which « good. : 1ts true in the 
1 Theſ.5.21. world there be many Churches, and many 
1 Cor.8.5,6, heads, Gods many, and Lords many, many 
: -*. faiths, and many opinions, but in Chriſt Icſus 
weare called to unity in all theſe things, ſo 
that we ſay with the Churches of Chriſt in 
Scripture, tous there is one body, one Spirit, 
one Loyd, one faith, one baptiſme, one God and fa- 


EpÞ.4. ”- they of all, who * above v1 and through, all, aud 
*in «all. And this one Godin us is a Spiri, 
' and will be worſhipped in ſpirit, & in truth, 
ſo of us he requires truth, and that we wor- 
{hipno other things,nos bow tothemzthough 
all men have not this faith but can tollow a- 
ny thing in their worſhip, . which is the fa- 
{hion of the Nation where they live, but this 
we are called out of; And into that one wor- 
ſhip we are come which is in ſpirit and truth, 
for in that is the father worſhipped,and Gop 
= at 
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hath ſought us out of the many worſliips that 


are intheworld, in Spirit to worſhip him 


and Chriſt ſaith, theſe are the true worſhip- 
that ſo worſhip,and into this hath Chriſt 
ed us, and init he ownes us in his Spirit, and 
the Father ownes us,and teſtifies tous in eve- 
ry enlightned conſcience, and in this we are 
come to the Spirits of juſt men, and they 
owne us 3 And the letter of Scriptures it 
ownes usalſo, and in this we have peace, 
though perſecuted, * 
-Butinalltheſe, we read not in all the Go- 
ſpel wor{lup, of any Temple made-with hands, 
to bind men to, nor Pariſh Churches, nor 
preaching by the houre, nor for ſo much a 
yeare, nor that ever Miniſter of Chriſt tooke 
tyths, nor their hearers gave them, but con- 


- feſſed Chriſt come; and a free Goſpel,and ſaid 


both the Pricfthood that tooke tyths, and the 


Law by which they received them was diſa- Heb. 7. 


nulled by.the ſuflerings of Chriſt; nor doe we 
read of ſprinkling Infants, and calling that bap- 
t:zing them. into. the Church, nor doe we read 
of their ſinging Povids words in a meeter, 
nor praying in a forxe, nor a Clarke to lead 
the Plalme, and fay Amen ; And much more 
we might mention, which was never uſed ſo 
in the true Church, but is come to a forme 
ſince Popery came up,& the Scripture bearcs 
no teſtimony thereto, as now theſe things 

are uſed, and all that can be truely ſaid for 
them is long cuſtom, but from plain Scriptures 

they cannot prove them. | 

Indeed weread in the Scriptures of truth, 
of the Goſpel preaching, but it was not h- 
mitted to one houſe; nor by a glaſit, but bag 
oule 
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houſe to houſe, and Citie to 'Citie, and that 


by the Spirit,and their worſhip was in Spirit, 
they prayed with the Spirit , and they ſung 


with the Spirit,and he that had a Pſalme fg | 


it with the Spirit, 'and with underftanding 
alſo; And they worſhipped, and pteached in 
fields and mountains, and ftreets, & ſchooles, 
and markets, and they prayed by Sea-ſhores, 
or 1N any place where God moved and led 
them by the Spirit of Teſus3 And all this we 
owne which the Scriptures teſtifies to,in our 
meaſure : And this is that we would have all 
brought to tryall, and that worſhip 'owned, 
which Chriſt and the Scriptures ownes, and 
none forced againſt it, by any meanes what- 
tocver,wh'ch 1s come vp ſince the Scriptures 
was written, and the Apoſtles times. 

; yer _ moticn,is not pragma, oa 
ull or dangerous to any, eſpecia ma 
fay )inthis Nation, _ Ky it bocenie 
wherein all other formes in words profefſe 
the Scriptures to be arule ſor all to walk by ? 
Andro you all this is our motion, that the 
Scriptures may b< heard what it ſaith with- 
ovt wreſting, and what ſort of worthip it te- 
ſlifies of, let that have the name to be of God, 
and then let none be forced from it ; and it 
vou deny to be tryed in your faith and pro- 
{/3on, by that you have fo long called your 
rule arid tonchitone, and then reproach and 
perſecute them that walke in it,will not your 
own words judge you, before men,and thall 
not you walke under condemnation from 
God in your owne Conſciences. And thus in 
ſhort have we ſhewed onr deſires, and what 
we woutd have in this thing, which ap 
| rce 
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| free nd ye prooer Conſcience from oppreſſi-- 


on, and the Magiſtrates of the Nations from 
the guilt thereof before God, 

Will you call your ſclves Chriftian Magi- 
ſtrates, and Chriſtian Miniſters, and ſet your 
ſelves againſt what Chriſt hath wrought-by 
the power of his Spirit ,, and is now work- 
ing, and thinke you are doing him ſervice, 
w 
cur inhis members, for.doing that to 
which he i leads now, as in 
the dayes of old zIs notthis in effe&t to (ay, 
depart from our Nations, we will have none 
ofthy wayes, nor {hall any under our go- 


; vernment, or that will follow our teachings 


obey thy Spirit if we can ſtop them by. our 


' power, isnot this to withſtand his appear- 


ance, and reſiſt the power that you proteiſe 
to rule for. 
Doe you not read inthe Aft of the Apo- 
les, what labour and ſuffering they under- 
went to bring people. out of carnall rud- 
ments and ordinances of men, and to bring 
themto the worſhip in ſpirit and truthalone, 
both as to time, place, and order 3 how did 
they run in hazard of their lives, into Tem- 
ples, Synagogues, and ſet places of worlhip, 
to bring them out of Temples ' made with 
hands, to wor{hip where the Spirit ſhould 
lead them, without reſpect of places 3 that ſo 
the words of the Lord Iefus might be fulfil- 
led, who had aid, Not in the Temple, nor in the 
mountaine, but in ſþirit and in truth ſhould the Fa- 
ther be woyſhipped;and did not Stephen loſe his 
life for telling them that God that made the 
world dwelt not in Temples made with hands; 


and 


you ate grieving hs Spirit, and perſe- ' 


John 4. 21, 


24 
Als 7. 43. 
As 17. 24+ 
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zn1 Pau! ſuffere] for the ſame teſtimony, and 
they toldthem the moſt high God, -could nut 
be worſhipped with mens hands, nor carnall 
things, but inſþirit. and irtruth 3 And how of- 
ten was oo tumulted and beaten, and their 
bloud ſhed tor this teſtimony againſt the beg- 

y rudunents,&carnal ordinances of men, 

th of lewes, who had their ordinances 

from the letter , and alſo the Gentiles who 

:ollowed their cuſtomes,. That out of all car- 

nall things they. might bring them, to follow 

ron in tpirit, and therein alone to ſerve 
:m 


Ani while you profeſie all this in words, 
will yoube the men that will deny the very 
ſame in workes, and ſhall you be guiltleſſe, 
thall not both lewes and Gentiles riſe in 
ludgement againſt you, and condemne you, 
who aQts againſt knowledge, Scriptures, and 
your owne proteffion.? And is it not ſo with 
vou Rulers and Teachers of this generation? 
what force-and cruelty hath been uſed to 
bring people back to your Idol temples made 
with hands, there to worlhip and no where 
<lſe, and to repaire them, and to bow to the 
cuſtomes of men there ſct up, for which there 
15 neither Scriptures nor«xample z even too 
many to mention, what. unpriſoning and 
tormenting of the ſpirituall worſhippers of 
the l;ving God, hath there been in theſe laſt 
dayes ſor theſe things ? what ſuflcrings have 
ſore gone through, but for teſtifying againſt 
theſe traditious carnal, & ſaying the Church 
uſt be in God,and that every one muſt come 
ro be Ic by the ſpirit alone in all their whole 


workkips, and ſogive the kingdome & lead- ” 


ing 
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ing of his people nn Mekeading of Chriſthas 
rit things ining to wor-. 

IPs ks and godlineffes Wah gor this been a 
dangerous thing inthis age to beare this re- 
cord of God in Chriſt, or ſo to become his 
witneſſeZhow many have loſt their liberties, 
their eſtates, and ſome their lives ſor this te- 
ſtimony in word and practiſe, which recon- 
ciles to God inall his whole worſhip ? and 
yet the ſame 15 read andpreached,cvery firſt 
day among them that doe this to ſuch as live 
the life thereof ſor leſas fake ; theſe are not 
the workes of Chriſtians indeed, in the Apo- 
(Hes ſence, but of ſuch as know not God, nor 
the word of reconciliation, have not. 

How many have fuffered in this age, but 
for reproving ſin in the gate, curſing, pride, 
lying, and ſwearing ; how have ſome been 
beatenppuld and hailed, and dragg'd through . 
Rreets and channells, and before Tudgement 
ſeats, and ta priſons, for no other things : 
how many have wofully ſuffered , hut for 
preaching repetance through ſtreets, towns, 
aad markets, 1n the name of the Lord, and by 
the Call of his holy Spirit ; How many hun- 
dreds have been impriſoned for preaching; 
the everlaſting Goſpel of Jeſus freely , 1n 
Townes, Temples, fireets and markets, and 
from houſe to houſe, which was the manner 
of Gods meſſengers in the name of his Son 
ever to doe , and for which they ſuffered : - 
How many have had their cloaths rent of 
their backs, and been ſhamefully beaten till 
they have bcen left for dead, and afterward 
carried to priſon, for but asking aqueſtion. 


>» er ſpeakinga word ina Steplchouſe, while a 
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man hath been ſpeaking things doubtfull, or 
not true, though this was the way of old, in 
which the ſervants of Chriſt w4ked, and by 
which he gathered the Churches into God 
in Spirit, and out of falſe worſhips; And it 
was the matiner ofthe Apoſtles tos enter into 
Synagogues and places of rworſhips both of 
Jewes and Gentiles on their Sabbath dayes, 
and openly diſpute there with them before 
their hearers, and then whoſe hearts God 
touched,left their earnall worſhips and claye 
to Chriſt in ſpirit, which'is now become a 
greater offence to this generation, then ever 
it was eyther to Jewes or Gentiles 3 for I ne- 
ver read that ſimply for fo difputitig, they 
either beat them or haled them to priſon, 
though they went ſometimes three Sabbath 
d:1yes together into one Synagogue, yea,the 
fiery Jews, who was ſet oni1miſchiefe againſt 
that way, yet this they could ſuffer in their 
Synagogue, as is teſtified As 17. 2. and faith 
the Scnptures,” th# was hx. manner. And in 
Afts 18. 4. it isfaid; he reaſoned in.the Synagogue 
cvery Sabbath day at Corinth, where he conti- 
nued a yeare and fix months teaching the 
word of God among them, werſ. 11. 

Now hath not this been the great offence 
of theſe Cayes, yea, 1 may fay the chiefeſt 
crime which the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ſuffered for, in thisage, and none ſcarce ey- 
ther ruler or teacher is able to beare1t once, 
which they could beare a yeare and above, 
among Ievves and heathens ; { that this way 
of Chriſt by which the Churches was gathe- 
red & called jn the Apoſtles time , is become 
more abotninable in the ſight of thoſeth at cals 

then 
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themſelves Chriſtians, then it was eytherto 
lerves or heathensz And when neither laws 


of lewes, Gentiles, nor heathens, that was 


made intimes of popery,vwould arrfwer their 
wills againſtthis, then have they made new 
Lawes of their owne againſt this praQtiſe; 
whickthemſclves read, believe and preach 
and this we cannot owne, that men ſhould 
withſtand that in workes which they pro- 
feſſe iwords, and ſceke to. impoſe it upon 
others. who ſerve God thereuti'by the Spuzir 


.of Tefus, and then call themſelves Chriſtians, 


and fay the Scriptures is their rule, who can- 
not beare it inthem-thatpradtiſe it icobed:- 
ence to Chriſt Ieſus: 

Andthis is that we.contend for in allour 
ſuffexings and aCtings,in the ſimplicity ofour 
hearts, that our Lord and Maſter leſus Chriſt, 
may - have his Prerogative Royall reſtored to 
ſim, over his body, the Church,and every par: 
ticular member thereof, his Lardſhip,and 2M2- 
Revjbip, given to him alone of all his chil- 
dren, from leaſt to the. greateſt, andthatnone 
elſe force it, or require it from him, but that 
his headſhip alone over hy Churchghis leadings, 
and the ſeate of his Iudgements, im every re- 
deemed ſoule and conicience, may be reſto- 
red tohim, and thathe may have both name 
and authority therein, and that none may 
preſume to take his authority to themielves, 
while they give him ſaire words, 8&call han, 
Lord, Lord, but neither doe his will in their 
own-conſciences,nor ſuffer them that woultk 
This 1 fay, is that we ſeeke now at the hands 
of men that are called Chriſtians, which by 


his own boud,and by the precious ſuferimgs 
wm 
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ih many of his obedient ſervants 'of old, 


he once purchaſed out of the hands of the 
old perſecuters, and gave it as inheritance 
to his ſeed after him to all 
_ call _ _ and Lord in them and over 
them, 1n all things pertaining to. wo 
and conſcience, as Uh Scriptuee of ar 
evident. ; i 
And this we- ſay .in his bchalfe, and in 
the or of his name, where ever he ſends 
us, that though his adverſary of old, hath ta- 
ken. this his purchaſed from him, 
and now ſits where he ought not, command- 
ding in conſcience , over his ſubjedts and 
creatures, compelling and forceing, to obey 
his traditions and law from acarnallprecept, 
or tradition of men, -yet we ſay the right is 
Chrifts. alone, and the whole kingdome of 
God in every conſcience - ht hath purchaſed 
with his bloud and great ſufferings of old; 
therefore we ſay to all forts of e, looke 
to himand walke in his light; all that looke to 
be faved; for we fay hais agreat and mighty 
one, who though he have been as one gone a 
far jorney for atime; yet he is returned, and 
hath ſeene how his deare ſervants have been 
eiitreated, and his little children ſpoyled of 
their birth-right,. and caſt out of their pur- 
chaſed poſſeſſion, aud heavenly kingdome, 


and now ſtranvers rule over their tender : 


conſciences, and ſceke to defile them, with 
adultery and Idolatry, which is againſt their 
ſpiritvall birth, and breathing, , and humſelic 
robbed of his authoritic, and Scepter of his 
everlaſting Dominion, for which he wi 
trea 


10ns, 


6, aw 
tread nations in his wrath, and people in his 
hot diſpleature, even for Zions fue the Citie 
ofhs glory, and he will ſpoyle the ſpoyler, 
and lead Captivity captive , and fo will he 
make way for his inheritance, to come into 
their habitation of reſt. 

And this. we ay to all people, GIVE 
© P, feare God, and give glory to ha Name, for 
the houre of h# Fudgements # come, and he will 
have dominion as of old, and his purchaſed 
poſſeſſion as in ancient dayes ; But eſpecially 
to you who are called Chriſtians, and ment1- 
on his name, and call him Lord, and profeſs 
the Scriptures, in words, which teſtifies of 
him, his ſufferings , and his purchaſe through 
bloud, and the eterhall anoynting of the Fa- 
ther, ſworne unto him, by an everlaſting Co- 
venant;that he alone ſhall ſit on the ſpiritual! 
throne, over the houſe of David for ever.that 
he may with his ſpirituall leadings gather the 
out-caſts of Iſrael, and preſent to God all the 
precious among the people; have you not 
read you profeſiing Prieſts and Rulers, that 


it is he alone that « the light of the world, and Iſa. 55. 4 


that God hath given him for a witneſle to the 
people, a leader and commander ; that its he 


thats appointed for a light ro them thas fit in Lue1. 79, 


darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, to gyvide 
their fecte in the kt ofpeace; did Gotl e- 
yer ſet any at the right hand of power but he 
alone, that he might make his {oes his foot- 
ſtoolesz of whom he ſaith when he brings him 


into the world, Ler all the Angels of God wor- Hb. 1. 6. 


ſhip him 3, have you not read that its he a- 
lone that purgeth the Conſcience from dead 
D W2rks. 


(50) 


works, And will you not ſuffer hira to reigne 


and governe therein 3 hath not he quickned '| 


every living ſoulc, and created anew,every 
free Spirit, and would you take and keepe 
the kingdome therein, out of his hand, and 
rule there for another, or your ſelves, with 
force and cruelty 3 Isnot this he for whom 
the Sabbath was made, and all the ordinan- 
ces under heaven ſpeakes his dominion? 
And will you now read this and profeſſe, 
and withſtand kim in the Conſciences of his 
tender people. and deny hum to rule in his 
Church alone ?haye you not read what God 
hath ſaid ofhim, and his enemies in the ſe- 
ond Pfalme 3 nay, are not all the Scriptures 
fie. and teſtifie to him alone, as head cver all, 


and ruler in all his Saints ? And as you have 


heard: read, and profeſſed, his dominion 
more then heathens, and yet goe on to keepe 
it from him ſo to you is his firſt appearance, 
to ſeeke his owne of you; Andif you perſifl 
to deny him,its you muſt drinke the Cup firſt, 
that the heathens may heare and feare his 
name from farre, and his riſing appeare to 
all theends of the world, that its he alone 
who is from everlaſting at whoſe name eve- 
knee muſt bow, and tongue confeſſe, to. 
the right of his inheritance. 
* And this further 1 lay before you people 
of this Nation, who have long been cryin 
for peace and ſettle ment in the Nations, an 
in your Rehgion, and you oy out of ſo ma- 
ny diviſions, and ſo my re | ; Ifayto 
you all, how ſhould you be otherwiſe, when 
you w'll not come to the on? religion that s 
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of God, and was in the beginning with God; 


and brought forth in time by Ieſus Chriſt; 


for the bringing all into God againe, and re- 
conciling all ſorts of ſcattered people, who 
are ſcattered in the imaginations and cu- 


 flomes of carnall ſpirited men, from God the 


one good thing,into many things,rudiments, 
and traditions, wherein you on neither be 
reconciled to God, nor one to ariother ; for 
how is it like that ever that religion can re- 
concile to God, whiich fets you a killing one 
another to uphold it ? are you like to obtaine 
peace in that Spirit which in your hearts is 
the exuſe of enmity and warre, or obtaine 
unitic from that roote, which hath thus ſcat- 
tered you in its fruitsand off ſpring ; This is 
like the falſe Prophets of old , who would 
bite with their teeth, and cry peace.” . 

Nay this is niot the way of ſettlement or 
laſting peace, THAT, you muſt have in re- 
turning 3 and maki ace with the Spirit 
of Jeſus, you mnſt kifle the Son and ſo make 
peace, for this. hath been ſeene concerning 
you of theſe Nations, that if 9 owne not 
the light of Chriſt in ſpirit and truth, that he 
may lead you out oftheſe many things which 
are not of God, and reconcile you to God in 
ſpirit and tryth, there to worſhip him alone 
who is a Spirit, you will ere long be in 
bloud, eyther amongſt your ſelves, one a- 
gainſt another , orelſe in the bloud of the 
innocent Lambs of Chriſt, which will not 
be tor your peace with God, for he that hath 
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tetted your peace and ſettlement, is not yet, 


taken away, nor his power, who is that old 


- 


D 2 bloud- 


: 
bloud-ſucker, and divider of Nations, 
ple, and tongues, about faith and religions, 


and with which a fire hath often been kind- 


ied; nor can his power be ſtopped, but by 
Co1.2.14, 1; *he Spirit of the Lambe of God, which takes 
16, 17, 20, ®Way fin, and breakes downe the wall of 
21, 22, AJeparation, which is made about ordinances, 
Heb, 10. 11, litterall, ceremoniall, and traditionall, which 
can neyer ceaſe, but as men turne to the Spi- 
rit ofthe Lord Ieſus, That with the light of 
peace and truth you may be led into peace, 
truth; and unity, that wrath may be done a- 
way, andthe ground thereof, and you and 
your religion may be ſetled on the founda- 
tion of truth , Chriſt Feſws the chiefe corner 
lone, and not upon, dayes, times, meats, 
drinks, and apparcll, and other things which 
will periſh with the uſing , and fo will they 
that worſhip and not in the leadings of Chriſt 
alone and God will ſhake the 1dolls of peo- 
ples minds, and all the glory offleſh, that he 
alone may be exalted in the earth, as he is in 
heaven, 
So if you will have peace you muſt come 
to the Son of peace, and if you will have e- 
Nabliſhment, you muſt come to the toundati- 


on'of the Prophets and Apoſtles of God ; for - 


1fay, many have been about to build a houſe 
for God to dwell in, with carnalÞthings, and 
rudiments, and this they would bind him to, 
( & his people,) who is a Spirit, and his houſe 
muſt be buult of ſpirituall men and women, 
who like living ſtones muſt grow up in his 
owne light and vertue into aholy temple 1n 
the Lord ; In which you muſt be builded to- 
pether 


—_ — 


es 


ld. Ma os 
Q 


IDE LS = —4 oe tw en > 6 62 £\ 1 ® Y 7, = — "4 


hed 


_— 


= vw" ded 1 ms = 


PMOowyw ts 4 


{ gether for an habitation of God through the 
| Spirit, Eph; 2. 20, 21, 22. And this is Gods 
; houſe built by Chriſt aloge, with that which 


is ele&t and precious, not with gold and gar- 
ments, or obſervations of periſhing things, 
but with redeemed ſoules by the bloud of 
leſus oat of their vaine converſation, and 
gathered into the Spirit of truth and lite, 


and power, to worſhip God who is a Spi- | 


rit, in ſpirit & truth 3 and this is Gods houſe 
at this day, which was his houſe in the A- 
poſtles dayes, who dwells not in Temples made 
with hands, as faith the Apoſtles, nor with 
mens hands is worſhipped, but with him 
thats poore in ſpirit , and of a broken and con- 
trite heart, to him will T looke. ſaith the Lord, 
end there will Idwell; And the bodyes of his 
holy people are the Temples of the livin 
God, as he hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, 
walke in them, and | will be their God, and 


| they ſhall be my people, 2 Cor. 6.16. And un- 


till you come to this building of God in your 
ſelves, God will not dwell with you in 
Peace, but all your buildings will he cofound, 
and not accept your ſacrifice, and then the 
Devill will enruge you againſt Gods houſe 


and ſpirituall building, even lus poore de- 


ſpiſcd people them to I-ftroy3like Cain when 
his ſacrifice was not accepted in his owne 
will. 

But if you turne to the Lord who is that 
Spirit, then will he cauſe his light to thine 
in your hearts, to give you an heavenly 
underftanding, and he will puthis Spirit in 
your inward parts, and fill you with y 

| vemy 


Ija. 66. 2. 


ANG 5 . Het | 
venly power , and will let you ſee the live: 
ly Image of truth and peace; and he will 


* Ya.25. 7,3 take away the vailt of the Covering that 


is ſpead over all Nations, from which ari- 


2 Cor.3. 16, ſesall their carna!l comprehenſions, and car- 


Yobn 5 37. 


I uke 19.42 
Luke 10.41, 


nall worſhips of the inviſible ſpirituall God,. 
and he will alſo ſwallow up death i vito- 
ry, which now worketh in the Nations, to 
kill one another about religion and wor- 
tip, without um bop life, ſo will you 
come to be, taught his true worſhip, who 
15 a Spirit , and become true worthippers 
in Spirit, and ſo grow up in his know- 
ledge, and he will owne your workhi 
whom as yet you have neither heard by 
voyce at any time, nor ſeens ha ſhape. And 
Chriſt ſaith of ſuch worſhippers, Tu wor- 
hip you know not what but the true wor- 
{hyppers worſhip in faith , and know what 
they worſlip, and ſub the Father » now ſeek: 
ing to worſhip him, faith Chriſt Ieſus, John 4. 
22, 23, 24s 

And this is the thing oh England, that 
concernes thy peace with thy God in this 
thy day,, wh«o, art Combred with many 
things , about Chriſt andyworſhip , but neg- , 
les the one thing needfull, for thy ever- 
laſting peace and eſtabliſhment , and to bring 
thee into that worſhip of Spirit , without 
which God cannot accept thee, and that re- 
ligion which is pure, and undefiled in the 
ſight of God , which' will keepe thee un- 
ſpotted in the world, which till thou turne 
to, thou wilt be working againſt the Spi- 
rit of God, through the. darkneſſe ;- EN 
mQty, 
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mity , that is in thee, and he will certain- 


ly worke againſt thee, except thou r:- 
pent, "4 


THE END. 


